 
TERMS OF REFERENCE
AIDS Strategic Planning and Decentralization


Background 

To be specified
Duration:

To be specified

Objectives:
· Ensure a development of a decentralized and strategic response to AIDS. 
Deliverables

· Written report of the assignment, corresponding with the items covered under the scope of work. 
· Linkages between AIDS and MDGs implemented at the decentralize, territorial level; 
· Improvement of the coordination between the international cooperation actions at decentralized level, thanks to the local strategic and participative planning, which integrates all cooperation actors present at decentralized level; 
· The capacities of the local authorities in AIDS response strengthened, for the elaboration and updating of their territorial diagnosis.
Specific Tasks:
Strategic planning Specialist will have the following key functions:

· To provide strategic guidance and to dialogue with the national and local authorities, as well as with the cooperation partners in the country; 

· To develop together with the national and local authorities, civil society, universities and private sector, the vision, ownership and the course of the planning, programming and co-financing activities of the AIDS Programme;

· Work in close collaboration with the Ministry of Territorial Planning and Decentralized Cooperation and the Ministry of Decentralization and Local Governments, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Finances… to ensure their involvement and contribution in the process

· To support the national policies and institutions responsible for the decentralization and democratic governance processes, in close collaboration with the strategic partners of the Programme, mainly the National Programme for Local Development; 

· To contribute to the functioning of the National AIDS Coordination and any other consultation and coordination body at national and international levels, in order to contribute to the achievement of the MDGs; 

· To contribute to transform the national debate on AIDS, decentralization and development into coordinated and harmonized actions at local and national levels through workshops, seminars and other events organized at regional and national levels; 

· In collaboration with the National AIDS Coordination, to strengthen the international outreach of the AIDS contribution to local development process carried out in the country;

· To contribute to exchange of best practices in order to strengthen the negotiation capacities of local and national authorities, establish strategic partnerships and mobilize resources for the implementation of the National MDGs; 

· To collect strategic and useful information needed to contribute to the coordination and harmonization between the national AIDS response and the local development and poverty programmes in the framework of the implementation of MDGs.     

Skills and competencies

· Displays cultural, gender, religion, race, nationality and age sensitivity and adaptability. 

· Experience in strategic planning and implementation 

· Ability to conduct and lead strategic planning, results-based management and reporting; 

· Ability to lead technical, administrative and financial monitoring of development projects; 

· Builds strong relationships with partners, focuses on results for the client and responds positively to feedback; 

· Consistently approaches work with energy and a positive, constructive attitude; 

· Leads teams effectively and shows mentoring as well as conflict resolution skills. 

· Has good written communication skills, with analytic capacity and ability to synthesize project outputs and relevant findings for the preparation of quality project reports. 
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